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Introduction – Interview with Atanase Périfan, creator of Neighbours’ Day
Atanase Périfan, in 2010, you will celebrate the 10th anniversary of
Neighbours’ Day, which you invented with a few friends by having a party
with your neighbours on a pavement in the 17th arrondissement of Paris.
This year, between 9 and 10 million people will celebrate with their
neighbours, what is the meaning of an event like this?
A.P: We live in a society where relationships with others have never been so
complicated. You don’t have to be a sociologist to see it. We see it in our
families, our marriages, between parents and children, between teachers
and students, between work colleagues, and between neighbours… Why is it
that there is so much tension between people? And, which interests me
above all, what do we want to share with each other? (…) I believe that
people have never been so keen to find meaning in their lives, and that’s a
positive thing.
Neighbours’ Day tries to encourage people, to force them to meet new
people, which doesn’t come naturally…
A.P: Yes, it’s a paradox that we were obliged to invent a “Saint Neighbours’
day” in France… But it doesn’t matter, we all need a date for our diaries. (…)
So people need a pretext, and maybe people also need to be encouraged
more than before in order for things, which may seem natural, to work.
(…)Our objective, is to see how we can tap into the seam of solidarity that
exists between neighbours. How can we encourage them; to increase levels
of solidarity between people with a real political philosophy - which is not
left-wing or right-wing… just human - which is as follows: “for me, solidarity
must be founded on three pillars: the first is the family, which you would
think would be natural but it’s not the 19th century anymore: when there
were four generations living together under one roof it was easy to be
together”. The second pillar is institutions; organised collective solidarity, the
State, social services, and associations; and the third level, in my opinion, is
neighbours. What we call ‘spontaneous solidarity’ ”. If we manage to get
these three levels to work together, and to complement each other, we
will be able to improve our society’s social climate.

If you had to create Neighbours’ Day it means that there was a weakness
in the system, but where? Associations? Public authorities? Elected
officials? Housing authorities?
A.P: No, it’s just that our society makes it harder and harder to meet other
people naturally. There are 1000 reasons for this: through lack of time,
through mistrust: people nowadays are suspicious of generous people who
try to help – they wonder what’s going on. And it’s only human, the world is
more and more difficult, everyone has their own problems. (…) It’s not
backwards at all; remember, when people moved from the countryside to
the city, two or three centuries ago, it was to blend in with the masses. It
must be said that the lack of privacy in small towns was tiresome; everyone
knew everyone else’s secrets… People were happy to find a little anonymity.
But we went too far and today we are too anonymous and people are
looking for shared experiences again. You often hear about
communitarianism, or social networking, but people simply need to learn
how to live together again..
Is there a lot more work to do?
A.P: Yes, when I look at what we have already done, I don’t think I would
have started this if I had known how much energy it would require. But it is
possible to change the world - I believe that. First of all, it means changing
everyone a little bit, and the more people change, the easier it will be. Our
philosophy is that little things, gestures of solidarity, multiplied by many
people, will create a more friendly society.

Atanase Périfan,
Creator of Neighbours’ Day,
President of the European Federation for Local Solidarity

Guide to organising a successful Neighbours’ Day
Organising this event is extremely straightforward. You don’t need
any special skills, just a pinch of generosity and a dash of
enthusiasm!

Find a venue, such as a courtyard, a garden, the entrance hall of a
building ir a suitable pavement if there is nothing else available! The
important thing is that access should be easy and the venue should be
a good meeting place for people from several different houses or
buildings.

Advertise! It’s easy to let your neighbours know about the event –
posters ans invitations are available to download from the website in
a wide variety of languages : www.european-neighbours-day.eu

Neighbours’ Day 2010 : key facts

Stick a poster up in the entraince hall of the building displaying the
name, time, venue of the event and inviting participants to bring
along selection of different European dishes! Then pop invitations
into your neighbours’ letter boxes and under their doormats. Invite
your neighbours to come along and join in;

10th anniversary
32 countries (19 European Union countries)
10 million participants
1 200 city councils and housing association partners

Stimulate, familiarize and bring together your friends, your
neighbours, the caretaker of your nuilding, your tenants’ and owners’
association…making sure you don’t forget anyone!

New for 2010
Launch in Pécs - 2010 European Capital of Culture
The Hungarian town of Pécs, 2010 European Capital of Culture, kicked
off a year of artistic events with the theme of central Europe and
openness to the Balkans. “Pécs doesn’t just represent the great
Hungarian culture, it also represents the strong culture of central
Europe” says the town’s Mayor.
Neighbours’ Day will be one of the highlights
of the town’s official programme. A special
website has been created for the event:
www.szomszedunnep.hu

Focus on the Balkans!

Neighbours’ Day is a big hit in the Balkans.
The tradition of neighbourliness, nurtured for
many centuries by the Slavic people, has now
become an official event, which will be
celebrated on 28th May 2010. And after the
town of Mostar in 2009, Tuzla in Bosnia and
several towns in Serbia and Montenegro have
decided to join this project!
Furthermore, we have the pleasure of welcoming three new
capitals: Belgrade, Bratislava and Zagreb! This participation is also a
strong symbol for the construction of a European identity founded
on solidarity and social cohesion.

Neighbours’ Day - The Movie!
For its 10th anniversary in France, this sociallyaware event inspired the director David Haddad to
make a feature-length film.
It is released in France on 26th May – two days
before Neighbours’ Day!

In Serbia, the areas of action of Neighbours’ Day vary from one town
to another and have proven to be highly intercultural. From ecology
to the fight against poverty and social exclusion, the themes are
many and varied. The aim being to involve as many citizens as
possible.
In Montenegro, the towns of Tivat and Kotor have recently joined
the Neighbours’ Day movement.

A way for towns and housing associations to bring people together
In Germany, the EFLS can now rely on the support of a major organisation
to roll out the Neighbours’ Day concept at national level: “Soziale Stadt”
(Social Town), a programme that is jointly organised by the Federal State
and the Länder (regions).
This year, it will be celebrated in 15 towns, including the five biggest cities:
Berlin, Hamburg, Munich, Frankfurt, and Cologne!
Two new national housing associations, ICSH (Irish Council for Social
Housing) in Ireland and EUCHA (Estonian Union of Co-operative Housing
Associations) in Estonia will take part in the Neighbours’ Day adventure
for the first time, in order to launch and promote the event at national
level among all their members, who already work from day to day to
develop good relations among neighbours and local communities.

In Turkey, it’s “European” Neighbours’ Day
The association “System and Generation”,
which specialises in European programmes for
youth and voluntary work, is promoting
Neighbours’ Day: three days of festivities are
planned in Ankara and Kirikale!
The programme will feature music, photo
exhibitions, cookery contests, and meetings
between students from different European
countries, among other events.

And in the other countries, the party is still in full swing!
The first Neighbours’ Day in Finland
Neighbours’ Day has finally been launched in Finland, and this first
year will see events in several big towns: Espoo, Oulu, Kemi and
Tuusula. All sorts of activities are planned: picnics, concerts, and
other events. Many local associations, particularly in Espoo, will be
involved in the organisation.

In many countries, Neighbours’ Day has become more than just an
opportunity for neighbours to meet. In the United Kingdom,
Neighbours’ Day is celebrated in 14 different towns.
Organisers are free to organise Neighbours’ Day as they see fit, so
the event adapts to the specificities of different countries: from
Romania to Poland, Greece, Norway, Slovakia, and many more
countries in Europe and even further afield.

A network that keeps growing in Europe…

The E.F.L.S. supports other similar initiatives
In the Netherlands, Neighbours’ Day is
called “Burendag”. The event is organised
every year on the last Saturday in
September by the Orange Foundation (the
Foundation of the Royal family) and the
coffee
brand
Douwe
Egberts.
www.burendag.nl

In the United Kingdom: after Neighbours’ Day in May, there is the
“Big Lunch” in July.
The idea is simple: neighbours meet up for an open air lunch – a
picnic or a barbecue - in a nearby park or garden.
Following the success of the first edition in 2009, (1 million
participants around the UK) the organisers decided to repeat the
event this year, on Saturday 18th July. www.thebiglunch.com

The E.F.L.S in a few words…

Neighbours’ Day is an event coordinated by the European Federation for
Local Solidarity (E.F.L.S)
 Its objective : promote Neighbours’ Day, create local solidarity networks,
encourage exchanges on neighbourly and community practices.
 They continue to participate: Thanks to the support of an increasing
number of cities, housing associations and local NGO’s, Neighbours’ day
will be this year again celebrated in a lot of countries:
- In the European Union
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Cyprus, France, Germany,
Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Luxemburg, Netherlands, Poland,
Portugal,Roumania, United Kindgom, Slovaquia, Spain
- In the rest of Europe:
Bosnia Herzegovina, Croatia, Norway, Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine, Serbia,
Montenegro

Around the world with Neighbours’ Day…
From the USA to Japan, via Latin America and Europe, you can now
find out everything about all the Neighbours’ Day events around the
world on www.world-neighbours-day.org !
.

New in 2010!

In Canada
In 2009, no less than 2300 parties were organised all over Québec
with nearly 200 councils and local organisations acting as relays in
their field.
Art takes part! Pascale Montpetit, one of the most popular
actresses in Québec, will be the spokesperson of the 2010 edition
of Neighbours’ Day, which will be held on 5th June 2010.

In Africa
In Asia: Japan and in Taiwan
To launch Neighbours Together, Togo will celebrate Neighbours’ Day
for the first time this year.
The celebrations will feature:
On 28th May: a free concert on the esplanade of the hotel Concordia
in Lomé (capital of Togo).
On 29th May: parties will be held in different districts, organised by
different groups of neighbours.

In Japan, Neighbours’ Day lasts all year thanks to a network of 90
Neighbours Together organisations based in towns all over the
country. But the party will be at its peak between 13th and 19th
May in Shinjuku, the biggest park in Tokyo.
In Taiwan, the biggest party is planned south of Taipei, where 2000
people are expected!

In the USA
In Latin America: “Dìa del Vecino”!
Thanks to the association “Pro-Vecino”, Mexico will celebrate the
11th edition of Neighbours’ Day on 15th August 2010.
www.provecino.org.mx
Not to mention….
On 11th June in Argentina
On 10th June in Bolivia
On 30th September in Guatemala
On 20th December in Uruguay
On 3rd October in Venezuela
And finally, on the second Sunday in October in Peru!

Neighbours’ Day also exists in the USA under the name of Good
Neighbor Day!
Proclaimed a national day in 1973 by President Nixon, it is
celebrated on the third Sunday in September in all states in the
USA. It is promoted by the National Neighborhood Day association.
www.neighborhoodday.org

Neighbours’ Day is also in Australia and New Zealand!
Neighbours’ Day in Australia was celebrated this year on the last
Sunday in March.
Seven years after being launched in Melbourne, the event is more
popular than ever. www.neighbourday.org
In New Zealand, after the success of last year’s event in Auckland,
the organisers decided to celebrate Neighbours’ Day nationwide on
17th October 2010.

What if... We continued All Year Long with Neighbours’ Together?

Neighbours’ Together was created in 2007 by the founders of the Neighbours' day in partnership with the Ministry of Employment, Social
affairs and Solidarity, city halls, social landlords and associations.
This program offers people the opportunity to join a positive movement, creator of social value. It has developed a national system for
encouraging people to help out their neighbours.

Neighbours’ Together has an action plan for
councils and housing associations which consists of
themed kits (cold snaps, storms, pandemics) and
seasonal events (summer kits, « back to school
kits » and Christmas).
Each kit includes a poster, a directory, a notice
board and a flyer.

The web site www.voisinssolidaires.fr is a great
platform to exchange information between
members.

To date, 50 city councils and social landlords are partners in France and 65.000 “Good Neighbours” have been identified.
Neighbours’ Together’ ambition : develop the concept in Europe and mobilize 1 million citizens over the next 5 years!

History of Neighbours’ Day…

1990 Atanase Périfan, Vice Mayor in Paris and a group of friends created the association «
Paris d’Amis » ("challenges for friends"). Its slogan was "Pas de quartier pour
l’indifférence" – "no quarter for indifference". Its aims were to strengthen
community links, develop a feeling of belonging to the same district, create
solidarity between neighbours, and take action against isolation and exclusion. "A
real challenge!"
1999 Neighbours’ Day is launched in Paris 17th district. It was an instant success: 800
buildings took part, mobilising over 10 000 residents
2000 the event went national: 500 000 people celebrated with their neighbours.
2004 the concept is launched in Europe under the name of European Neighbours’ Day.
More than 3.5 million people shared a moment of conviviality;./
2005 European Neighbour’s Day is celebrated in more than 450 cities from 16 different
countries. From Dublin to Ljubljana, through Rome, Paris, Manchester, Lisbon,
Luxemburg, a lot of city councils and housing associations supported European
Neighbours’ Day which has become the 1st citizen meeting in Europe.
2009 around 9 million people took part in Neighbours’ Day celebrations with 1 100
partner cities and social housing organizations in 29 countries.

European partners
European Council
"I believe in the importance of bringing the citizens of Europe closer together. Getting to know the people who live next
door is a very good start. Therefore I am happy to lend my patronage to the Neighbours Day 2010. I fully support its
objective to develop a network of partners willing to promote a 'better living together'. I hope that this year's Neighbours
Day events shall enhance people's interest in contributing to a society founded on common values, such as solidarity,
tolerance, mutual respect and the fight against discrimination. Europe begins next door!"
Herman Van Rompuy - President of the European Council

European Commission : European Year 2010
Inspired by its founding principle of solidarity, the European Union has joined forces with its Member States to make
2010 the European Year For Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion. In this context, Neighbours' Day is a great
opportunity to raise all participants' awareness about those issues.

This event is also encouraged by :
- CECODHAS, European Liaison Committee for Social Housing
- EUROCITIES, main network of european cities

BNP Paribas
BNP Paribas is a European leader in global banking and financial service, particularly developed in cities. BNP Paribas
contirbutes actively to the urban social dynamism. Last year, in France more than 700 BNP Paribas agencies organized
their "Neighbours’ Coffee". The idea was: “for Neighbours’ Day come and have a morning coffee at your agency!”
Based on the success of this operation, BNP Paribas has decided this year to support the concept also in Belgium and in
Luxembourg.

National and local partners (last update 17/05/2010)
Pays / Country

Raison Sociale/ Organization

Ville / City

Stadt Frankfurt am Main

Francfort sur le Main

Stadt Chemnitz

Chemnitz

Freie Hansestadt Bremen

Bremen

Kieler Immobilienverwaltung GmbH, KIV

Kiel

Diakonisches werk – Die Liene - Lotsen

Hanovre

Gesellschafl für Bauen und Wohnen Honnover mbH (GBH)

Hanovre

Stadt Aschaffennburg

Aschaffenburg

Nibelungen - Wohnbau – GmbH

Brauschweig

Multikulturelles Jugendzzentrum (MKJZ)

Munich

Gesobau AG

Berlin

Neighbourhood Management

Berlin

Seehafenstadt Emden

Emden

Quartiersarbeit EICHHOLZ

Sindelfingen

GAG Immobilien AG

Cologne

Verein Soziale Stadt Potsdam e.V

Potsdam

Quartiersmanagement Frankfurt

Francfort (Oder)

Lenzsiedlung e.V

Hambourg

AUTRICHE / AUSTRIA

Stadt Wien – Verein Lokale Agenda 21

Vienne

BELGIQUE / BELGIUM
www.immeublesenfete.be

Association Immeubles en Fête - Dag Van de Buren (Coordinateur National)
36 villes partenaires – Liste disponible sur demande

Bruxelles

ALLEMAGNE / GERMANY

CHYPRE / CYPRUS
ESTONIE / ESTONIA

ESPAGNE / SPAIN
www.fecovi.org.uy

City of Lefkara
Eucha (Estionian Union of Cooperative Housing Association)

Lefkara
Tallinn

FECOVI (Coordinateur Régional)

Valence

Ayuntamiento de Bilbao

Bilbao

Ayuntamiento de Santander – Fundación Santander 2016

Santander

FRANCE / FRANCE
www.immeublesenfete.com

Association Immeubles en Fête (Coordinateur National)
750 mairies et bailleurs partenaires – liste disponible sur demande

Paris

FINLANDE / FINLAND

Oulun Kaupunki

Oulu

Espoon Kaupunki Sivistystoimi

Espoo

Kemin Kaupunki

Kemi

Tuusula Kunta

Tuusula

Espoonkruunu Oy

Espoo

GRECE / GREECE

City of Chania

Chania

HONGRIE / HUNGARY
www.szomszedunnep.hu

Hungarofest non profit Ltd.

Budapest

City of Pecs

Pecs

ITALIE / ITALIA

IRLANDE / IRELAND

FEDERCASA / ANCI (Coordinateur National)

Rome

ATC Novara

Novara

ACER Ferrara

Ferrara

ALER Brescia

Brescia

IACP Ragusa

Raguse

ITEA Trento

Trento

Azienda Casa Forli-Cesena

Forli

ACER Piacenza

Piacenza

ACER Modena

Modena

ACER Reggio Emilia

Reggio Emilia

ATER Belluno

Cavarzano (BL)

ACER Parma

Parme

ACER Bologna

Bologne

ALER Pavia

Pavia

ATC Turino

Turin

Comune di Modena

Modena

Citta di Turino

Turin

ICSH (Coordinateur National)

Dublin 2

Kilkee Housing Association Ltd

Kilkee

Sunbeam House Services

Co. Wicklow

Sophia Housing Association

Dublin 8

Dublin City Council

Dublin

Cluid Housing Association

Dublin 9

Inagh Housing Association Ltd

Co. Clare

St. Patrick's Dwellings for the Elderly Ltd.

Cashel, Co. Tipperary

LUXEMBOURG / LUXEMBURG
www.fetedesvoisins.lu
www.nopeschfest.lu

Association Luxembourgeoise des Solidarités de Proximité (Coordinateur National)

Ingeldorf

Commune de Sanem

Sanem

Commune de Garnich

Garnich

Commune de Waldbredimus

Waldbredimus

Ville de Steinsel

Steinsel

Ville de Mamer

Mamer

Ville de Hobscheid

Hobscheid

Ville d’Esch-sur-Alzette

Esch sur Alzette

Ville de Luxembourg

Luxembourg

Le Fonds du Logement

Luxembourg

Commune de Beckerich

Beckerich

Ville de Differdange

Differdange

Ville de Dudelange

Dudelange

Commune d’Hesperange

Hesperange

Commune de Bettembourg

Bettembourg

Commune de Leudelange

Leudelange

Commune de Mondercange

Mondercange

Ville de Nordstad

Nordstad

Commune de Reckange/Mess

Reckange/Mess

Ville de Remich

Remich

Commune de Manternach

Manternach

PORTUGAL
www.vizinhos.eu

POLOGNE / POLAND

CECODHAS P. (Coordinateur National)

Lisbonne

Câmara Municipal de Vila Real de Santo António

Vila Real de Santo António

Câmara Municipal de Reguengos de Monsaraz

Reguengos de Monsaraz

Câmera Munipal de Horta

Horta

Câmara Municipal de Aveiro

Aveiro

Câmara Municipal de Nazaré

Nazaré

Câmara Municipal de Sintra

Sintra

Câmara Municipal de Trofa

Trofa

Câmara Municipal de Silves

Silves

SocioHabitaFunchal

Funchal, Madeira

Câmara Municipal Peso de Régua

Peso de Régua

Câmara Municipal de Castro Marim

Castro Marim

Câmara Municipal de Coimbra

Coimbra

Câmara Municipal de Evora

Evora

Câmara Municipal de Setúbal

Setúbal

Cämara Municipal de Madalena

Madalena

Câmara Municipal de Santana

Santana, Madeira

Câmara Municipal de Sesimbra

Sesimbra

Gebalis - Lisbon Municipal Neighbourhoods Management

Lisbonne

Junta de Freguesia Vila Nova de Santo André

Santiago do Cacem

Associação de Alcoólicos Recuperados do Concelho de Santa Maria da Feira

Sao Paio de Oleiros

Instituto Habitacional de Madeira

Madeira

Urzad Miasta Lodz

Lodz

Urzad Miasta Wroclaw

Wroclaw

Urzad Miejski w Bytomiu

Bytom

Urzad Miasta Katowice

Katowice

Urzad Miasta Gdansk

Gdansk

Urzad Miasta Lomza

Lomza

ROYAUME-UNI / UNITED-KINGDOM
www.housing.org.uk

ROUMANIE / ROMANIA

National Housing Federation (Coordinateur National)

Londres

Muir Group Houncing Association

Helsby, Chester

Kirklees Neighborhood Housing

Huddersfield

Housing Hartlepool

Hartlepool

Shoreline Housing partnership

N.E. Lincs

Manchester City Council

Manchester

Riverside

Heywood

Tower Hamlets Community Housing

London

Ark Housing Association

Belfast

One Housing Group

Londres

Home Group

Whitehaven - Cumbria

NS Housing

Portishead

Eden Housing Association

Penrith, Cumbria

Liverpool Housing Trust

Liverpool

Golding Homes

Maidstone

Gateshead Council

Gateshead

Cosmopolitan Housing

Liverpool

Progress Housing Group

Leyland

York Housing Association

Huntington, York

Primaria Municipiului Arad

Arad

Primaria Municipiului Târgoviste

Târgoviste

REP TCHEQUE / CZECH REPUBLIC
www.svateksousedu.cz

Association Svátek sousedu, o.s. (Coordinateur National)

Prague

SLOVAQUIE / SLOVAKIA

City of Bratislava

Bratislava

Urad Povazska Bystrica

Povazska Bystrica

HORS UNION EUROPEENNE/ OUTSIDE THE EUROPEAN UNION
BOSNIE HERZEGOVINE

City of Tuzla

Tuzla

City of Mostar

Mostar

Centar za civilne inicijative - Zagreb

Zagreb

Healthy city project

Rijeka

Opstina Kotor

Kotor

Opstina Tivat

Tivat

Bergen Bolig og Byfornyelse KF

Bergen

Grad Leskovac

Leskovac

Grad Uzice

Uzice

Edukativni centar

Krusevac

Centar za savremenu edukaciju

Novi Sad

Udruzenje gradjana PETRA

Senta

Snaga prijateljstva - Amity

Belgrade

Grad Novi Pazar

Novi Pazar

Grad Sremska Mitrovica

Sremska Mitrovica

CANADA
www.fetedevoisins.qc.ca

Réseau Québécois Villes et Village en Santé (Coordinateur National)
Plus de 200 villes partenaires – liste disponible sur demande

Québec

JAPON / JAPAN
www.rinjnmatsuri.jp

Association Rinjin Matsyri (Coordinateur National)

Tokyo

TAÏWAN

Green Consumers’ Foundation Taïwan

Tapei 100

UKRAINE

City of Odessa

Odessa

CROATIE / CROATIA

MONTENEGRO

NORVEGE / NORWAY

SERBIE / SERBIA

HORS UNION EUROPEENNE/ OUTSIDE THE EUROPEAN UNION

SUISSE / SWITZERLAND
www.immeublesenfete.ch

TURQUIE / TURKEY

TOGO

Ville de Genève (Coordinateur National)

Genève

Ville de Vevey

Vevey 2

Commune de Thonex

Thonex

Commune de Prangins

Prangins

Ville de Bernex

Bernex

Commune de Veyrier

Veyrier

Ville de la Chaux de Fonds

La Chaux de Fonds

Municipalité de Nyon

Nyon

Ville de Gland

Gland

Ville de Lausanne

Lausanne

Citta di Lugano

lugano

Municipalité de Morges

Morges

Ville d’ Yverdon-les-Bains

Yverdon les Bains

Commune de Vernier

Vernier

Ville de Sion

Sion

Commune du Chêne-Bourg

Chêne-Bourg

Commune du Chêne-Bourgeries

Chêne-Bourgeries

Ville de Sierre

Sierre

Ville de Meyrin

Meyrin

Commune de Crissier

Crissier

Ville d‘Onex

Onex

Commune du Grand-Saconnex

Le Grand-Saconnex

S&G Association (Coordinateur National)

Ankara

Kirrikale Chamber and Craftsmen Association

Kirrikale

Gazy University Foundation Private Primary

Maltepe / Ankara

Association Voisins Solidaires Togo (Coordinateur National)

Lome
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